II.

THOUGHTS ABOUT THE COINAGE OF THE
ACHAIAN LEAGUE.

MB. FREEMAN says the Achaian League was essentially a -
national government, and he proves this to have been the
case very clearly. The essence of its existence was
centralisation, in so far as centralisation could be made
conformable at the time with the city government of the
federal states.

Polybius (ii. 37) says that the laws, weights, measures,
and money were made uniform. I shall examine the sig-
nification of this statement 'with reference to the existing
coinage of the Achaian* League, with which it appears to
be at variance. The federal money supplies us with some
interesting evidence concerning the action of the federal
and city administration in maintaining this uniformity.

Mr. Leicester Warren has collected all our numismatic
knowledge of the subject in two valuable memoirs : " An
Essay on Greek Federal Coinage/' which appeared as a
supplement to the first volume of Mr. Freeman's great'
work, " The History of Federal Governments/' and " The
Copper Coinage of the Achaian League/' communicated
to the Numismatic Society of London. At page 45 of
his essay he says, " One silver type and one copper type
was used in common by all the members of the confedera-
tion." It seems to me that several interesting questions,